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Sacred ?7 
To the precious Memory of Mrisy 

eM ary Boyleſton, Daughter of 


Mr Thomas Boyleſton,of Fan-Church-ſtreet, 
LONDON. 


She aſcended in her Soul to her Lord 


On his Aſcen/ion day laſt, Mar 7, 1657. 


At whoſe Funeral, and by her own Appointment, 
was this Delivered in a Sermon, on that occaſion, at 
Fan-Church, Loxdex, May 13. 165 7. 


———— 


By one that knew her much and honoured her not a little. 


PRoOv. 31. 30. 

Favour us deceitful, and Beauty 1s vain, but « Woman that 
feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed. 

St Ambroſe according to the Septuagint, reads the latter part 
of the verſe thus, Timorem autem Domini iſta laudet. But 
ler her praiſe the fear of the Lord, Ambr. in loc. 

A vertuous woman may be praiſed for her Beauty or for her Fa- 
vor, but the fear of the Lord u the thing ſhe praiſeth. | 

Dthers may praiſe her for her vertues, but ſhe giveth the praiſe 
of them to the power of Gods praiſe. 

See Bern. in Feſt. Omnium Sant. Serm, 5. 1s deworzs extollt 
preconits, quorum ſecure potes Adgaudere corontss 


— —_—_—— 


LONDON, Printed by Fohn Macock, 1657. 
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Tomy much eſleemed Friends, «Mr 
Thomas Boyleſton, and to «M ris 
CatharineBoyleſton,hrs good wife, 


and to Mris Eliſabeth Boyleſton, 
their daughter. 


SIRS, 


y T will be not unworthy our obſer- 
=o yation to conſider, with what a ſo- 
$ 1cmn remembrance, and Chriſtian- 
FS like regard , the-memories of the 
& ceadinthe Lord have been preſcr- 

; "@OMRZF yed. The Martyrs that died in the 
| priſons, in times of perſecution, though they were 
2; caſtoutintothe open fields, and forbiddefy to be 
{ by any man buried; yetall this, their mercileſs com- 
7 mand, notwithſtanding , ſome good Tobyes there 
4} were, which buricd them in the evening, as com- 
$ monly they did all the reſt thrown our in the like 
7 ſort,and many times the Archers in the fields ſtand- 
2 ing by and ſinging together Pſalms ar their Buri- 
7 als, The Lives and Deaths of how many remark- 
able ones have we: yer extant, and left upon Re- 
q card, which the poſterities cannor read with dry 
y <yes. Mr Fox, that famobs Engliſhman, and great 
Hiftorian, Nis bfe NOR his fon, endeth t - ; 
2 c 
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- -.T be. Epiſtle Dedicatory... . 
He foreſaw the time of his departure, nor would 
ſuffer his ſons, Which yet notwithſtanding he en- 
tirely loved, to be preſent at his death, but forbade 
the one at any hand to be (ent for, and ſent the 0- 
ther on a journey, three days before he died ; then 
calling both of them unto him, when-he well knew 
though rhey made neverſo great haſte they ſhould 
come too late: whether he thought them unable 
to bear ſo heavie a ſpeRacle, or would not have his 
own minde troubled with any thing that might 
move him to deſire life, which co me and my bro- 
ther was the moſt grievous of all chances , that 
thereby, 1. Weſhould neither come toclole his 
eyes. 2. Nor toreceive his laſt bleſſing and ex- 
hortations. 3. Nor-ſatisfie our minds with the laſt 
ſight of him - Perchance.we.could with more pa- 
tience endured to ſee the fainting approaches of his 
death drawing on, thento have loſt inhim ſo good 
an example how to die. The honeſt Publican that 
was fo civil to thoſe that were concerned in his of- 
fice, cha after death, he retained in memory of him 
a Statue erected, with an Inſcription thereupon. 
Qur elegant and exquiſitely learned Dr Hall, Bi- 
ſhop of Exox, numbers dead DoRor Willet, who 
was ſomtimes his Colleague in his ſervice to Prince 


Henry, amongſt thoſe Worthies of the Church of 


England, to. whom he gives this notable Elogic, 
Stupor Mundi, Clerus Britannicws., The Engliſh 
Clergy, the worlds wonder. About Doctor Ray- 
olds his Picture, after his death was written, 1: * 
uncertain whether he were more Learned, or more holy. 
At Lichfield Minſter, ſo ancient, and now ſomuch 

| * ruined, 
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. The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ruined, in the Quire at Lichfield T ſay, where you 
and I were Scholars together,there lics a Reverend 
Father's Body, ſomtime Dean of that Church, with 
theſe verſes, then engraven in Braſs, though it may 
benow razed out and ruined ; | 


Lo, here in earth my Body lies, 
Whoſe ſinful life deferv'd the Rod, 
Tet 1 believe the ſame ſhall riſe, 
And praiſe the Mercies of my God. 

As for my Soul, let none take thought, 

That « with hins that hath it bought : 

For God on me doth mercy take, 

For nothing elſe but Feſus ſake. 


Now as the venerable and ſacred commemora- 
tion of the Renowned Lives and Deaths of holy 
men, is profitable uato poſterity, ſo it is likewiſe 
acceptable to God, and very well-pleaſing, who 
in the tame of his ſervants, chiefly is honoured, as 
the ſole Author-of every ſoul-ſaving gift ; FThere- 
fore the Ancients had their Sermons of thoſe that 
were dead ; and one of them renders a ſweet rea- 
fon , for ſpeaking of holy Athanaſes, he ſaith, 
Commending Athanaſixs, I commend YVertue -it 
ſelf; it being all one to praiſe him, or-Vertue it 
ſelf, becauſe he was a Store-houſe of all Vertues ; 
and. the praiſe of the vertuous, praiſeth God, by 
. whoſe grace alone man is made vertuous- Beſides 
the good-example,Ffor others Hiſtories,arc:our do- 
cuments;: and their honours, our incitements.F«- 
tin Martyr wiſely obſerved, and left- that acknow- 
= 222 055 *Þ. 5 00G 
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T be Epiſtle Deaicatory, 
ledgement bebind him upon Record,that ſecing the 
ious lives, and patient deaths of the Chriſtians, 
could not butthink, that that which they pro- 
feſled was the very truth. Ic is reported of one 
Adrianws, that ſeeing the Martyrs, ſome of them, 
ſuffering ſuch ſad, and indecd unſufferable things, 
he took occaſion to ask one of the Martyrs the cauſc 
why they ſuffered ſo? Who anſwered him with 
that Text of Scripture, 1 Cor. 2. 9. Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have entred into the heart 
of man,the things that God hath prepared for them that 
love him, The naming of which text ſo wrought 
upon him, that afterward he became a Martyr alſo. 
It was a cuſtome (ſaith one) amonglit the Indi- 
ans, after the death of any worthy man, to inſcribe 
the acts of that Perſon, uponthe doors of his houſe, 
for the ennobling of his Ifluez and though thy fa- 
thers goodneſs availcth thee little, if thou beet nat 
good, yet itavaileth thee muchto makethee good, 
How muſt the bowels of a tender father,or mother, 
or ſiſter yern, when reading the true relation of the 
gracious life and death of ſuch a one, they ſhall be 
able to ſay, this was my daughter, or my liſter ? 

I have read of a Gentlewoman in Lancaſhire, in 
her life annexed to her funeral Sermon,that though 
ſhe was of the weaker ſort and Sex, yet ſhe was 
ſtrong in the faiths and ready in the Scriptures, 
wherein ſthe uſed toxead eight chapters a day at the 
leaſt, . this was-her conſtant talk in her health, and 
the fruit thereot ſhe reaped and received in her fick- 
nels, ather greateſt need, Ounce indeed being con- 

iced by a temptatian of Satan, ſhecaſ} her or 
| rom 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
from her, and ſaid, it was indecd the book of life, 
but ſhe bad read it unprofitably, and theretore ſhe 
feared it was become the book ot death to her ; bur 
another time when the temptation vaniſhed, and 
comfort recovered, ſhe took her Bible in her hand, 
and joytully kiſſing it, and looking up towards hea- 
yen, fhe ſaid that of the Pſalm; © Lord, it w good 
for me that 1 have been afflied, that 1 may learn thy 
Statutes; the Law of thy month is better to me ther 


' thouſands of gold and ſilver, &C. 


During the times of herſickneſs,ſhe rehears'd for 


| | hercomfort many textsof Scripture, but eſpecially 
| Romans 8. and Fohn 17. many times concluding 
'} andclofing that which ſhe read or repeated, with 
| prayer, and moſt comtortable Utes and Applicati- 
* ons thereof to her lelf, crying out often, © happy 
| am] that ever 1 was born, to (ee this bleſſedday! © 
| praiſe the Lord, for he bath filled me with joy and glad- 
; neſs! Othejoys! thejeys! the joys that I feel in my 
ſoul | © they be wonderful | they be wonderful ! they 
| bewonderful | O how merciful and marvelous gracious 
', artthou unto me! O God, &C. and this my ſoul knows 
| right well, and this my ſoul knows right well, &C. 
Which ſpecchof hes aſſurance ſhe often repeated. 


Her laſt words were, My warfare i accompliſhed, 
mine iniquities are pardoned ; Lord, whom have 1 is 
heaven but thee, aud there is none on earth whons 1 de- 
fire in compariſon of thee: My fleſh faileth, and my 
heart alle, hos God & the pac» my heart, and my 


; portion for ever: Hethat preſerveth Jacob, and de- 
} fendeth Itrael, he is my God, urge tes unto 
4 
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death. . Gnide me, 0 Lord my God, and 
| age. faint, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
faint, but keep my ſoul in ſafery- With the uttering 
of which ſweet words, ſhe fell aſleep, offering her 
foul a ſweet Sabbaths ſacrifice on Whitſunday,be- 
ing the laſt of May, 1607. | 

'Your Mary, which (through God) choſe the bet- 
ter part, and it ſhall never be taken away from her, 
aſcended to her Lord on his Aſcenſion day laft, 
which I believe you will not, and I hope I ſhall nor 
ſoon forget; the laſt judgement is like to be on the 
Lords day ; atradition in the Church of God very 
ancient : This is the day on which Iſracl paſſed o- 
ver the red Sea, 'Chriſt baptiſed in Jordan, turned 
water into wine at the wedding, fed five thouſand 
in the Deſart, came to his Diſciples when the doors 
were ſhut, and on which we hope he ſhall come to 
judgement. ,For ſo he ſhall 

1, Exceedingly honour, honour at a great rate 

his day. 

-2, Take the wicked at a moſt ſad advantage. 

3- Tranſlate all his from reſt to reſt. 

The place of that judgement, whether in Beth- 
lehem, where he was born; orin Tabor, where he 
was transfigured, or on 0/ivet, whence he aſcend- 
ed, muſt be left. . | | 

Another Reverend Divine of our -Church, the 
day before he died, called eagerly for the holy Bi- 


See Zattan. ble, with theſe very words; Come, O come, Death 


l, 3. cap. 1. 


See Aug. de 


zewp. Ser. 
154. 


approacheth, let us gather ſome flowers to comfort this 
hour: All other comforts he knew right well to bc 
- but comfortleſs, in regard of this, and thereforc 


turning with his own hands to the eighth chapter to Þ 
the Romans, he gaye me the book (laith the Reve- Þ 


rend 
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. The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
rend man that relates it) and bade me reads at the 
end of every verſe, he made a pauſe, and gave the 
ſenſe in ſuch ſort, and with ſuch feel.ng, as was 
much to his own comfort, but more to our joy and 
wonder. 

Having thus continued his meditation and ex- 
poſition, tor the ſpace of two hours or more, on 
the ſudden he ſaid, Oh ſtay your reading z What 
brightneſs is it that I ſees Have you light up any 
} Candles? To which one anſwered, No, it1s the 
1 Sun-ſhine ; for it was about five a clock ina clear 
43 ſummers evening. Sun-ſhine ! ſaid he, nay my 
3 Saviours ſhine, the day-ſtar, from on high hath vi- 
3 fited my heart; Oh ſpeak it when I am gone, and 
2 preach itat my Funeral, God dealeth familiarly 
4 with man; I feel his mercy,I ſee his Majeſty, whe- 
2 ther in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell, 
! God knoweth, but I ſee things that are unutterable. 
So raviſhed in ſpirit, he ſhut up his bleſſed lite 
] with theſe bleſſed words, O what an happy change 
7 ſhall I make! from night to day, from darkneſs to 
2 light, from death to life, from ſorrow to ſolace, 
from a fatious world, to an heavenly being. 
| Our Lord begins and continues his Swan-like 
4 ſong, and divine Ditty, Fohz 13 and 14 chapters, 
A &c. they lay that the Swan dying, ſings moſt hea- 
{ venly and harmoniouſly, faiththe Author ; and the 
3 Poet expreſſeth the manner, on the contrary, the 
$ Syrens, how ſweetly ſoever they ſang before, yet 
1g at their death they make a horrid noiſe, and very 
unpleaſant roaring. 

B Juſt ſo good men utter their beſt uſually at _ 
| | B rne 
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T he Epiitle Dedicatory. 
the wine of the Spirit being then ſtrongeſt, and 
livelyeſt inthem ; whereas wicked men are then 
uſually at worſt, and go out with a ſtench, as the 
Divel doth, Non furt Cyznea cantro, ſaid Melanchron, 
of that wicked Book, ſed ultimus crepitzs , not a 
Swan-like ſong, bur his laſt ſtink : So of Baldwin 
the Apoſtate. one faith, That he died curſing, as 
that wretch did (wearing, who deiperately alſo de- 
fired the by-ſtanders, to help him with oaths,and to 
ſwear for him. 

How the Word of God is his power to ſalyati- 
on, we may hence learn, for what but thar,and the 
Spirit withit and by it, could work ſuch wonders 
as theſe in any weak creature 2 Only when the Ora- 
cles of Godb 
bliad ſee, the deaf hear, and the lame walk, &c, 


Mat. 11, I4, the end of his miracles, was the proof | # 
of his Majeſty 5 who rides on, upon his white hor- | 
ſes, the Ordinances, conquering, and to conquer; |: 


and is able when him pleaſeth, by the ſpiritual 


wielding of ſuch weapons, to beat the Divyel out Þ- 


of his Trenches. 


That God may have the praiſe,and man the pro- | 
fit of any exa& and excellent pattern inthe great þ* 
buſineſs of dying well, being poſſibly ſome ot us |: 
provoked by the good example ot others, to do ! 


icm:hing in the one thing only neceſſary, namely, 
the working out of aur fſalyation with fear and 
trembling, whereby 

I. Weſhall engage Gods help. 


2. And when we come to die, have nothing elſc : 


to do bur to die, Motives ſtrong enough where there 
S.a0y iNgenuTty , | I 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

I have adventured here tobloyy the coal a little, 
leſt peradwenture thatſhould go quite out, which 
had more need to be kept on fire to light our can- 
dle by in a dark night. 

I know that whatſoever we profeſs to write of 
any, we muſt take hced Jeſt out of any private af- 
fetion, we ſeck the advancement or his 01 her 
name, of whom we write, with the prejudice of 
truth ; the precious Reliques of our holy iriends 
are dear indeed, but truth ought to be much dear- 
er. Itſhewed a great deal of ingenuity in Alex- 
ander the Great, when Ariffobaulus the Hiſtorian 
wrote a flattering book of his valiant a&s, and prce- 
ſented it to him, he read it over, and when he had 
done, caſt it into the River Hydaſpes, telling the 
Author, thatin very truth he had deſerved to be fo 
ſerved as his book was. 

For the gain of you, whole loſs I am ſenſible 
of, in parting with ſuch a daughter, had you part- 
ed with her to any, but hethat hath her, ſuch a 
daughter I ſay, which ſeemed exactly to have learn- 
ed the rule that that great learned man gave, name- 
ly, That youth muſt prepare that which age muſt 
uſe. She had ſecretly gotten a ſtock about her, 
which had ſhe lived, might have been fair furniture 
forage. The Herbaliſts obſerve, That the tran- 
{lation of a Plant, is the perfection thereof; and 
ſo here, God tranſplanted her, and ſhe is removed 
thither, whither'if her counſel, and the Lords,may 
help us to follow, and any thing here written, may 
help it, it will be well, when you meet there. 


Touching the mutual knowledge that they that 
B 2 "= 75 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſhall be-ſo happy as to go to heaven, ſhall have in 
.* heaven one of another, let me (with your leave) 
add a word or two, This queſtion was propoſed 
to Luther, immediately betorc his death, which he 
(whereunto not a few others ſub;cribe; anſwered 
very gravely, and on this manner : As Adaminthe 
eſtate of innocency, when God firit preſented Eve 
unto him, whom he had never ſeen before, asked 
not, whoſhe was, or whence ſhe came, bur ſaid 
prelently, This is now bone of my bones, and fleſh of 
28) fleſh, ſee Gen. 2.23. Evenio the Saints in hea- 
ven bleſſedly enlightned, with knowledge beyond 
Adam's, in his firlt condition, ſhall know not only 
thoſe whom here they knew not, but even thoſe 
whom betore they never ſaw - Again, let that be 
remembred, that when Peter was raviſhed with an 
heavenly Viſion, inthe Transfiguration of Chriſt, 
Matth, 17. 4. he took notice of Meſes and Elias,and 
knew them 5; Now ſee the Fathers reaſoning ; Pe- 
ter had never ſeen either Moſes or Elias, no nor (o 
much as either of their Pictures; tor the Law did 
utterly forbid ſuch things to that people, and yet 
knew them, ſo ſhall we in heaven. Againir is ſaid, 
Luke 16. that the rich manknew Abraham and La- 
{ar#s, being himſelf in torments: and therefore, 
much rather may we believe, that Abraham and 
LaFarus being both in heavens joys, knew one the 
other.. Again, our Lord tells the wicked Jews, 
Maith, 8.12, and Luke 13. 28. That they ſhall ſee 
Abraham, Iſaac, ayd Jacob. and ll the Prophets, in 
ihe Kingdom of God, 
If you regard (as I bclicye you do yery much) 
venerable 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
venerable and grey-headed Antiquity ; the great 
Xaxi4u-Zexs, comforteth himiclf concerning a ye- /7 
ry dear Brother dead, that one day he ſhall fee his 
ſaid brother again in thar eſtate of glory ; a com- 
fort indeed unſpeakable, and glorious to be per- 
ſwaded, that my child hath lead the way to glory 
before me, and I were much to blame it I did not 
make ſome conſcience of haſting ater her thither, 

Another of the great Ligits of our Church, one 
of thole flaming Torches, I tell you Country-men 
whereatſuch as I, are glad to light our little Can- 
dles, and bleſs God to; for ſuch helps are neyer 
to be forgotten, for ſpeaking of the place of glory, 
he ſaith, A great number of our friends expe@ us 
there, our Parents, Brethren, Sons and Daugh- 
ters, &c. 

Another writes a Letter to a Lady , on purpoſe 
ro-comfort her after her husbands death, wherein 
he aſſures her thac the ſhall know him among(t thar 
bleſſed ſoſciety ; yea, that ſhe ſhall know him bet- 
ter, and love him better, then ever ihe did in this 
litez becauſe our knowledge ſhall be no: outfide 
knowledge inthe fleſh, or inthe face, (For though 
we have known Chriſt after the fleſh , yet now hence- 
forth know we him no more, 2 Cor. 5. 16.) but by 
the true diſcerning eye of the ſoul, which ſhall then 
ſee moſt clearly, when it ſhall be delivered from 
this darkſeme and dull body : Nor can I forget 
one inſtance more; a Heathen man and no more, 
though a man indeed of very rare parts and litera- 
tures it is tobe ſeen in one of his Books, with what 
atryumph of ſpirit he remembers that dear day, 
when 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
- when he alſo ſhal be gathered to the reſt of his 
friends gone before. 

This I have written to you, to provoke you and 
meto ſomething 5 we wept over her when ſhe was 
dead, and had it been in our power, we would have 
made her alive again, and kept her ſo, to keep her 
memory alive; therefore comfort one another 
with theſe words: Let meburadd one thing more 
that I have read of thole two bleſſed men and Mar- 

 tyrs of God. 

Brother Bradford, ſaith Biſhop Ridley to him, a 
little before he was offered up - So long as I (hal 

- underſtand thou art in thy journey, I ſhal pray to 
God to ſet thee ſafely home, and then good Bro- 
ther ſpeak you for theRemnant that are to ſuffer for 
Chriſts ſake, according to that which thou then 
ſhalt know more cleerly : This (poſlibly it vvil be 
ſaid) is to be taken vvith a grain of ſalt: Wel, be it 
ſo, yet ſomething may ſafely be ſaid ; Hovy hap- 
py athing is it vyhen God takes out of our families 
co fil up his, and hovy unhappy ſhall it be for us, 
vyhen vve ſhall pretend to rejoice that our children 
arc gone to Heaven, and yet our ſelves delight not 
in that vvay vvhich leads thither; for in the vvay 
of righteouſneſs there is lite, and in the path vvay 
thereof there's no death, Prov. 12.2g. 

This (whatſoever it is) ihath no meaning art all in 
it, butto be ſacred to her memory, who is one of 
them of whom 'tis ſaid , Bleſſed are the dead that die 
in the Lord; Ithink it pitty that ſuch an example 
ſhould be buried in filence; and truly I had not a 
tew ingagements thereunto « I mean, to the ma- 
| | | king 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
king publick theſe things, there are too fery of the 
flock that leave ſuch plain foot-ſteps behind them, 
whereby a man may ſo plainly perceive Heavens 
path,and not goe our of it, ſuch women Diſciples as 
are rich in good workes , are excellent and exem- 
plary to, ſo was ſhe, 4G. 9.36. tot the woman 
was firſtin thetranſgreſſon, ſee 1 Tim, 2, 14, and 
Adam was not decetycd, that is, he w2s not deceived 
ſo much by his judgment, (though allo by that too) 
as by his affection to his wife, which at length blind- 
ed his judgment ſorely alſo. 

But Firſt, If we mark here how effe&ual God 
is in (alvation working, how powerful, precious, 
and prevalent upon the« ſpirit he is, when once he 
opens the heart, that is, gains upon her affections, 
whom he loves, he loves to the end, his gitts and cal- 
ling is without repentance ; he will per:orm or per- 
fe ir, he doth not uſe co halt, or halve it with us, 
only we muſt pray as Lather was wontto <0, Con- 
fi*m 0 Lord in us what thou haſt wrought, and perfe(t 
the work in us thou haſt begun 16 thy glory, ſobeit , a 
certain good Gentlewoman ſaid when the 'was a 
dying, Now, and never till now, did I know what 
is the meaning of this, Daughter be of good chear,thy 
ſins be forgiven thee z, the ſeed of God may lye un- 
der the clods tor tome time, and ye ſweetly ap- 

ar in Gods time, and bring forth an Harveſt of 
holineis, and then the ſoul rejoyceth with the joy 
of Harveſt; and ſodid ſhe, as that bleſſed one, 
Luk. 1. 46. Maketh room for him, and enlargeth 
her thoughts of him 3 Itis as needful for us to re- 
member God, as it is-forus to breath. - A 
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be Epiſtle Deatcatory. 

And ſecondly, it will be very needful to mark 
how ſweetly ſelt-cvidencing grace, and reatgood- 
neſs is: filent was he a while indeed , bur at length 
brake out into a brave confeſſion, . worthy to be 
written in letters of gold ; ſo ſhe called up(7 mean 
the chief ) iato her Chamber, all my Boorders, 
Geatlewomen, and related to Perſons of Quality, 
before whotn ſhe gravely {delivered Exhortations, 
asto their ſelf-bearing , and virtuouſnels of their 
behaviour: Now dying words do ſometimes take 
a deep impreſſion, they appeared to be given from 
her with a great deal of truth inthe heart, foI am 
ſure they were received by them with no ſmall 
quantity of tears in the eyes, as if they had heard 
ſomething from her, and read ſomething in her, 
which they did ſurely deſire to learn to imitate, ac- 
cording to that bleſſed exhortation z Remember thoſe 
that have ſpoken to you the word of God, whoſe faith 
follow, confidering the end of their converſation. 

And thirdly, Thata precious example of-one 
ſo related toa perſon, perſons, or a family, neg- 
leaed, and notin high eſteem as to matter of ap- 
plication with them and theirs, will be ſuch an ag- 
grayation, as a heart that fears God, would be ve- 
ry loath to be burthened with; See Dariels Lan- 
guage to that great perſon, And thon hs fon, 0h Bel- 
Jhazzar, haſt not humbled thine heart , though thou 
kneweſt all theſe things, Dan. 5.22, (hall it be ſaid 
of us, that we all were car, and eye witneſſes of ſo 
many holy paſſages, and yetare our hearts not re- 
lenting ? Pharaohs ten plagues did but make him 
ten times the harder; and there are ſome things 
| : which 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
which God lets us ſee and hear, for which if we be 
not a great deal the better, it's to be feared we ſhall 
be a.great deal the worle. The Jews have a pro- 
 verbamong themſelves, and itis very fignificant, 
} Thattherc is an ounce of the golden calt in every 
4 puniſhment that they undergo + Ler us take heed, 
the Lord hath ſo done his works, that they vughtto 
3 bc hadin remembrance of all them thar fear him, 
3 and wholo is wiſe, will conſider theſe things, and 
$ they ſhall underſtand the loving kindneſs of the 
Lord our God. And reſt thou dear ſoul in the bo- 
3 ſomot the bleſſed, from whence thou doſt call up- 
3 onus tolay by all our womaniſh weeping, and to 
2 ſtir up our ſelves to the contemplation of thoſe ver- 
2 tues of thine, which it doth not become to make 
£3 mention of, without ſome of that which is in hea- 
3 ven forthe converſion of one ſinner. | 
Laſtly,I hint but one thing more,and that is, that 
I the beſt things will not be adorned : true beauty 
4 necds no paint, native comlineſs ſcorns the unna- 
7 tural druggs of thoſe bewitching FeXabels ; it's a 
4 childifh thing to ſpeak great things clegantly, they 
4 aretheir own ornaments wiſdom is the beauty of 
24 the mind, and the Kings daughter is glorious with- 
7 in,there's her juſtification, and ſhe is ina garment 
{ wrought about with divers colours, d:yers graces, 

$ there's her ſanctification ; and did no: theſe things 
| ſhew themſelves to be in her ſoul, as plainly as fire 
IE ſhews it ſelf to be where it is by heat ? If the cruth 
. I of this did notevidence it ſelf, then let us be found 
\ I falſe witneſſes. One of F#lia» the Apoſtate's boſom 
; I Þirds,once taumtingly asked the poor,and then _ 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

ty perſecuted Chriſtians, this queſtion, and what is 
the carpenters ſon (meaning our Lord Jeſus, bleſſed 
for ever) a framing now ?- The poor creatures an- 
ſwered preſcatly,yet not without a ditate truly di- 
vine,he is now making a coffin for Fulian; and it 
fell out accordingly, for he was flain ſhortly after, 
and died blaſpheming - if any of the fons of ſcofhing 
1ſhmatl read theſe lines,let him heed as well as read, Þ* 
leſt his bonds be-made ſtrong: I could ſay ſomthing | 
but I will forbear,only cntreating that rext may not Þ 
be forgotten, 7t Sow! be but that offences will come, F* 


= 


but wo be ro him by whom they do come, &c. | 

E beſeech you Sirs,your relations, friends,and all Þ? 
that are concern'd any way in this occafion,that you Þ* 
will be wiſe,a Bee will make that of a lower, thata Þ* 
fly cannot'do; honour all Gods good precepts, get Þ: 
ſomthing by mans good cxamples: man, had he ne- | 


ver fallen from his firſt integrity, muſt have lived F* 
by the ſame law that we-do now, his children ſhould 

have mer (ſaith one) ar the tree of knowledge, as at Þ 
an altar or temple, and there have ſolemnly perfor- þ: 
med (on the Sabbath day eſpecially) the great buſi- Þ 
nefs of Religion, repeating the hiſtory of their crea- Þ 

tion, worſhipping and praifing God : we have aÞ? 
threetold cord to bind us to Gods ſervice, what he | 

hath done for us-in ourcreation,is-now doing for us Þ 
in redemption;and we expe@&in-reſurretion. The Þ 


Lord: make. your and my children like her in her (yt . 


morals,ſpirituals,and eternals, Amen, Farcwel, 


To 
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8 XN thejenth of the Proverbs, aud the 
. ſeventh verſe, our Engliſh goes thus, 

E The memory of the juſt is bleſſed, 

\ but the name of the wicked ſhall 

| rot. But according to the Original, 
Ka xXK2x' The memory of the juſt i» beped;- 
one, ball be for a hlefling - 4he very remembring 


i of them ſhall bring a bleſſing to ſuch as do remember 
: ; hom a bleſſing they were while they continned, and 


I 7, «bleſſing ſhall continue, for God will bleſs thoſe 


7 whenthey mY] in the continuance of their memo- 
c 


1 that hononr i 


memory of his (ervants, ang beſides the 


| 1 memory of them will make them to be imitated, which 
4 x ableſſing that ſhall be rewarded with bleſſednefi : But 
4 tx the _— of the ju#t that ſhall be bleſſed, it is not 


I ſafe for them 1 


at themelues ſhould be bieſied while they 


1 live; for though a juſt man may keep his root ſouxd, by 
1 keeping the ſoundneſs of truth in his head and under- 


| ſtanding, and though he may keep his ſap well, by m_ 
is 


4 ing ſincerity in his heart, and though he may keep 
4 branches from withering, by flouriſhing in good works 
y and attions.of vertue, yet when he © grown big, and 


- 


at the height, a tempeſt of Fame may quite overthrow 
him, therefore it « good counſel to crown them with de- 
vout praiſes, 0 whoſe crown of glory thy joy may be 


ſecure, On the other ſide, great is the corruption e 
"EA micked- 


____ To theReader. 
wiekedneſs, that it conveyeth rotteneſs to the very name 
of the wicked,, nit only their bodies ae below 
:n the cart \ Gut above ground their names ball cat 
ſuch a ſtinking ſavour, as is not tobe perfumed by all 
the Divels ſpicery. ; 

I [aw ſome reaſons engaging me to the making if 
theſe publique 5 ſuch as theſe, viz. That 1 might ho- 
nour mine own Family, where this Gemlewoman had 
her breeding, and tell the world, that ſhe honoured me, 
in deſiring tolive with me, which ſhe did for ſome con- 
fiderable while 5 and at her laſt, to die with me, which 
ſhe did alſo; and ſhe did that laſt work of dying1ſo well, 
that it muſt not die with her, as Hortenfius hs Orati- 
ONS _ M my privare poteſt, opibus, non operibus, 

Befides, 1 thought my ſelf engaged to ſignifie my re- 
ſpect, which 1 mals my & ms "vc : p - the 
relations of the deceaſed, to all, whom by her gracrou: 
example, 1 ſhall be a Monetor that they remember that 
ſhe had all, only by having the Haver of all - Plenty 
(without God) becomes penuury, 1 am 4 Staff. raſhire 
2man bred and bory, and 1 know 1 havea great many if 

my Conntrymen in this great City, and to them all 1 
have ſommhat to ſay, I know there are not a few perſons 
of quality, Id agendum eſt; ur ſatis vixerimus, faith 

Seneca, Epiſt. 23. Anazut ſatis vixerimus, nec anni, 


nec dies facient, ſed animus, ſaith he Epiſt. 62, wiv WW #/ 
knows but I may do ſome good to ſome of my dear Coun- Je 
iry-folk, bythe leaving upon record, on ſuch an 0cca- 1; 
fron as this, ſome few memento's, ſuch as theſe. w 

I. The ordinary warning for death is, that our ſouls 7m 


are all filled with evils, and our life draweth near to the 
grave ſee that of the Prophet Pavid, Pſalm 88, 3: 


we 


To the Reader. 

we may n0t look for extraordinary warnings ; The Hj- 

orian indeed hath ſome ſuch in almoſt every one of his 
twelve Cxſars, but ſuch as they are always uncertain, 
ſo very unſucceſiful, no man maae thereby either the wi- 
{cr or the better ;, and the reaſon ts, becanſe that the com* 
mon ſayings of death are as commonly abuſed, ſuch as 
this, Nothing more certain then deathy nu more un- 
certain then r1e time when. 

2. There are affirmative ſigns of death very many, 
there is not one eg ative, and 18 juſtice ſome, and in 
mercy others, therr lives are taken away ; Hoc animo 
tibi hanc Epiſtolam ſcribo tanquam cum maxime 
ſcribentem, mors evocatura fit, See Sen. Epiſt.62. 
There's no ſudden death to the gotly, ſaid St Auſtin, 
However, a careful eye does well, upon that time, when 
the wicked ſhall be miſerable without hope,the godly hap- 
py without fear. 

3. The Divines warning for death, is commonly 
fugited over, the Phyfitian's wept over z and yet wedo 
not, or dare not ſee our vileneſs and vanity, that we are 
ready to hearken the ſooneſt aud the beſt to the wor [t 
warnig : caſualty, weakneſs, and age, are death's three 
meſſe; gers; the firſt ſhews how doubtful our death 1s, 
the other two how near. 

4+ What is it that indeed makes our lives ſo ſhort, 
there be {1 believe) many pretences ; but hear I pray 
ou in good earneſt, we do not conſider others to get by 
them; and for our ſelves, we do not begin to live, till 
weare ready to ate, and ſo never attain to the uſe of that 
moderately, which we may not uſe long. 

6. You may and muſt be ſaid only to know that which 


you do conjuder,wiſdom to conſider our latter end, is that 
= | in. 


 Totpe Redcer, 
in compariſon whereof all things are Uetiz and tule too , 
it will 20t be amiſe then to be the Lords remembrancer ; 
a little I remember of Ambroſes Ohſeruatiorn, S1 pro 
otioſo verbo, redemus rationem, videamus ne red- 
— otiofo filentio, See he de Office 1.1. e.3, 


Many offend in too many words, ſome 12 too jew. 


* The deceaſedRelations, I know are ſome of them at 

ſome diſtantefrom London, wnto whom it would vate 
been hard, if nat impoſſible, by ward of mouth, to have 
communicated ſs gaod news as theſe Papers will bring ;, 
And if hereby many may be provoked to thauksgiUing 0s 
ber behalf; what harm-nzl there be 12 all that 2 Heayts 
ſomtimes are ſtrangely inlarged upon (ad and ſuddain oc- 
caſions : When Eudoxius a Rbetoritian, was ſick, and 
hadintreated Gregory Nazianzen , to expound to him 
the 73. Pſalm, Tal the Father was a doug it, the ſick 
manſaid, Gratias ago tibi Pater, o conditor homi- 
num, &c. I thank thee O Father, thou maker of 
Men, who doeſt rightly frame us even againſt our 
will, and by the outward, doſt purifie the inward 
man : Who doth kizow but that ſome body at Lickficld, 
alſo reading this, may break out tnto ſome good acknow- 
ledgement ; Thave ſeen, heard, and read ſomething,and 
do know, that one Chriſtian hearing of anotherts ſhar= 
pred as iron ſharpueth iron, ſo doth a man the face of his 
friend. 

Beſides, there ts ſomething elſe not to be omitted , for 
if the foot-ſteps of the flock be not to be diſregarded, they 
# there ſomething as to example ;, example 1 ſay, as to 
me, and what I do herein; For, 1, Tcanalledge ſome- 
thing of Antiquity to juſtifie my praftiſe herein, as to a 
pron friends Funeral Sermon, fodid the great Nazicn- 

Zen, 
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,zen, for bis Father, for his brother Cxfarius, and for 


hi fiſter Gorgonia ; that I might add zo more, though 
F know more might be added, of no leff note then Artha- 
nafius azd Baſil , &c, St. Ambroſe had to dv aupoe 
this account with Emperours;, I do not forget the com- 

ends he burys his Brother Salgevs with ; St, Jerome 
bath his company, and Tery conſiderable ; Begin with 
Nepotian, and forget not the good women, Marcella, 
Blefilla, Paulina, Paula. Fabiola, &c. See St. Ber- 


nard bring1+2 up the rear, and hugely extolling Mala- 


chy, Gerrard, &c. which I offer the Reautr a taſte of, 
and let him cloſe all with that excellent reaſon gruen by a 
perſoz without all exception, See Nazian. inlaud. 
Athanaſ. Orat. 21,, , 

2.470u Gentlemen, mize Honoured Countrymen, you 
can T know alledge, that we are all bound to look with 


both eyes upon the Saints, both m— and thoſe alrue 


too, and by them to examine, both what we do, and what 
we oght to do alſo ; As for our Lord, he propeſeth his 
own example to you;that you muſt take his yoke,and learn 
of him, namely,to bear :t, for the matter it 1s a yokezand 
for the manner, you muſt learn how to bear it too of him, 
for you will find him to be the beſt Principle and Pattern 
of holineſi : But then you may ſtep one ſtep lower, from 
the Head to the Members, and make uſe of this Rule, 
T hat that max bath reaſon: to ſuſpeR he hath done ill, who 
doth that which a good man never aid, or if he ata, he ne- 
wer reperted him of tt. 

A good Expoſitor upon the laſt of the Proverbs, o0b- 
ſerves, that in the Deſcription of the Vertuous woman 


there, 1a the Original ts followed the letters of the A Ipha- 


bet, every verſe beginning with a ſeveral letter, accord- 
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ing as in the A Iphabet they are placed and he ſays he 
doubts, and fo-de &; that all the letters inthe Aiphaber 
art not able to ſpell the womans name that is there de- 
ſcribed, but that which i be# to be done « this, Tomark 
that and this example too, very well, and let every mo- 
man ſtrive to make them both agree to her 4s neer as 
they can, and let every man be aſhamed that any woman 
ſhould excell him in virtue and godtipeſs ; 

For indeed ſhe left behind her a name like a precious 
Ointment, which when the box was once broken, filled 
the houſe, 1 mean when ſhe came to dye, ſhe perfumed 
the place and perſons, and if unworthy man could have 
ſeen her minds beauty: Ohit had been as 4 viſion of 
God: what mas it elſe but a ray of the Sun of righteouſ- 
neſs * and our Cupboard-cuſtomers '—_ were 47y 
- thing but the Corps , Coffer, and Cabinet of a Gentle- 
woman, any other thing they are as proud of as an Ape 
df his clog. 

My Soul , I tell the world, and the ſouls of them a- 
bout me, which were eye , and ear witneſſes of ſo great 
ſalvation of the Lords, with words, and weepings, and 
weepings and words, as we ſhed round about her, were 
ſallying forth continaally into ſighs of ſorrow, not alit- 
tle, and yet of exceeding great joy, until the time came 
that we had oxly one thing to do for her,,namely,to draw 
the Curtains, put out the candle , and leave her toreſt, 
and we all bear her witneſs ſhe laid her down to ſleep, 
zop full of the 1. Reſt of confidence in God, 2, Reſt 
of contentatio with God , ſhe had enough in him: 1 
leave ber Reader, ſhe's well, and pray thee pray for me, 
and 1'le ao the like for thee, that both of us may be wiſe 
zo ſalvation; ſo reſts thine in our Lord Feſws 
5 | | W.B, 


Beloved in our Lord, 


MS Efore 1 come to enter upon the Text, 
SYS I ſhall take leave to ſpeak ſome few 

Sg words as to our occation of coming 
2&9 togcther at this time, which is the bu- 
WIVES rying of our dead out of our fight; we 
ſee the relations of the dead Virgin bewailiag her : 
There are rules both from God and man concern- 
$ ing this; 4br4ham mourned moderately for his 
2 deceaſed wife, it is one of the dues of the dead to 
{ belamented at their Funeral, but Chriſtians muſt 
4 know a mecaſure, and ſo water their plants as that 


4 they drown them nor, ſee 1 Theſe, 4.13. That ye 

= ſorrow not «« men without hope 5 our departed Souls, 

which _— accompany , which Chriſt himſelf 
3 


inboſometh, and which all the Court of Heaven 
come forth to bid welcome thither, may and ought 
to account their mortality their mercy, how much 
more their immortality. There is a very good ar- 
gument ( as hath been very well obſerved) to 
prove aReſurreRion, in the very behaviour of pa- 
rents toward their children, at the time of their 
burial; we weep over our dead relations, and if it 
lay in our power we would makethem alive again, 
bur it does lie in God's power to make his dead 

nn ns D © relation 


2. A Funeral Sermon, 


telations alive again, and therefore he will do it; 
for he is not the God. of. the dead, that is, in the 
$S aafduces ſenſe. of ſuch as arc utterly dead and cx- 
ih for vers barin.anorher ſenſe, he, is the God 
of id, Believers ſleep in Jeſus, ſee that 
1 Theſ. 4. 14. They are dead in Chriſt, the union 
then is not diſſolved by-death, bur as by fleep the 
body is reireſhed, ſo by death it is alſo refined; 
Jet our cate be to cleave cloſe unto Chriſt at the in- 
ſtant of death, ſo ſhall he-beto us both in life and 
death advantage ; for Chriſt therefore died and 
roſe again, and revived, that he might be Lord 
both ot the dead and quick, ſce Rom: 14. g He 
won his Crown, and then wore it, perfetting and pro: 
clatming vidtory. 

As concerneng what I ſhall ſay of her to you, 1 
ſhall deliver my felf in language which was uſed 
concerning a Gentlewoman, and upon the like oc- 
caſton too, I'call our Lord Jeſus ro witneſs whom 
ſhe ſerved, 2nd I defire to do, thar I ſhall tain no- 


thing at all, bur as a.Chriſtian ſpeak of ſuch a one. | 


She that was .Boſter-mother-ro St. Bafil ,. had 


wont to-ſay of him, thathe was. a comfort and 2 [7 
credit to the family too, of kow many young cnes, þ? 
alas |; may it, nay muſt ir be ſaid,” that they are Þ} 
the quite contrary an heavinels. and hearr-breaking þ# 
r00, to-all their Relations; -that good man. had |} 
wont. to pray. with tears, Lord grant that I may Þ 
meet none of mine in.-an unregenerate condition: in Þ 
thy day, and reverend Clawgyer bad wont to ſay, Þ 
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161 may but ſcegrace-in my. wife and children, 1 | 


have enough, and frall-thigkmy wife and chi!d- Þ 
renrichly beſtoweds... us, 7! 


 Funtral Sermus; 3 
Two things I have to obſerve. | 
x1, Herlife in her Fathers houſe, was ſober and 
ſweet, that great man ſays, much of his Gorgonia, 
I fay that I know, .the Neighbours and the Ser- 
yants, while ſhe Jived, ſhe had all their loves, and 
when ſhe was dead ſhe had all their tears, 
A Virgin mode#t, free from folly, 
A Virgin knowing, patient, holy, 

2,” Her death at mine houſe, God had- given 
her Soul two Companions, which were her faſt 
friends ; like that Brother of whom the wiſe man 
ſaith, that he's born tor adverfity, paticncein, and 
comentedneſs with, whatſoever God would ; ſhe 
ſeemed ro will what the divine will would, as if 
that third petition in the Lords prayer had been her 
Souls ſolace, Thy will. be done 8n earth as it in Hea- 
ven: The will of God.:is either, 

_..1:.. 1s Determining. ' 
2. Preſcribing. 

.-_ - 3. Approving: | 

- 3... & Diſpaling, _ 2 
Now to have actions and affections in the Soyl 
ſuitable to:all theſe, isall in:all; for example, to 
reſt in the determining will, obey his preſcribing 
will; deſire to be approved of-him, and to ſubmir 
t0 his difpoles -.. SPORTS Pr2 
'  'Theſerwoground-work graces. (as I'{aid ) ſub- 
miſſionumo,; and ſatisfaction with Gods will, were 


— 


I the-pillars,: the Fakirs and the-Boez of a {weet ſoul- 
g fu 


Y -/> x... Shewas 


ciency, begerting and bringing forth twins. 
Si towait toy whatſhe defired. 
20S hvwascomentto «OR God: _— 
pd 24:4. 2 nec 
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One great wiſe man ſaid I know how to be inju- 
riouſly dealt withal, another ſaid my mind and 
my eſtate are matches, another yet, 1t I cannot 
bring my eſtate to my mind, I can yet bring my 
mind to my eftate : Another yet, and he an exam- 
ple worth the tollowing, ſaid, I know how to a- 
bound and to be in want, I can do all things through 
Chriſt ſtrengthening me, Phil. 4. 12. 

But as any thing draweththe nearer tothe Cen- 
ter of it, the more ſtrongly and ſwiftly that thing 
moveth, ſo it was here, the necrer ſhe drew to her 
Souls Saviour -and Center, the more acive and 
fpiritually nimble ſhe was. Some of the Saints 
7 ar have ſung out their Souls, ſo Simeom, and 


fome have chidden them out, go forth, get thee | 


gone, O my Soul, ſo Hilarion, the wine of the 
Spirit is ſtrongeſt in the Saints atlaft. | 
In three things I took a good view of her infide. 


x. Going to Prayer, with her and for her, two | ; 


things, he that helpethto make prayers as well as 
to hear them, the Holy Ghoſt I mean, diRated to 
-meto preſs God with, 

x, The haſtening the fight of her heavenly 
Father. 


ther if ſo be that it were the will of his good plea- 


2. The haſtcning the fight of her earthly Fa- | | 
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ſure: In both of theſe ſhe had her hearts deſire: | 3 
It was wont to be faid of Luther this man can have | + 
any thing, what he will at Gods hands, and in- | # 
deed there is a praneation of them that ſeek his face, |./ 

God, and beficge him too, you |; 


that can beſeec 
remember to whom God (id /cs me «lone, bcc. 


2. Riſing | 
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2, Riſing from prayer, though at firſt we ſaw 
little, as the Propher's man ſaw, .a cloud but as 
big as a mans hand, yet afterward, it filled the 
whole Heavens when the great Officer of the 
Church, I mean the good Spirit, gave her good 
meaſure, preſſed down, and running over of per- 
ſwaſion. 1, Of her pardon from God. £ 

2. Of her peace with God. 
 Aperſwaſfion that ſhe had gottena good Chriſt, 
and therefore could not have a bad death, ſhe might 
be willing to change for ſhe ſhould change for the 
better, neither the diſtrution, nor the diſtraction 
of the day of Judgment ſhould do her hurt, ſhe 
was out of harms way. | 

3- Then was there ſuch a preſſure upon her Spi- 
rit, a$0n him that ſaid, 1 beleeved and therefore 7 
ſpake, or as on them that ſaid, We cannot but ſpeak 
the things we have heard and ſeen, ice AF. q. 20. as 
Creſus his dumb Son did for his Father. 1. God 
imparted to her. 2. She to us, others, and all 
abour her, ſuch news as that poor man told his 
Miniſter,after ke had fitten mourning a long while, 
he came ruaning one morning bttime to his Mini- 
ſters houſe, and falling down, ſaycs unto him Sir 
I can tell you the greateſt news in England, what's 
that Ipray you Neighbour, quoth the Miniſter 2 
That Felis Chriſt, came into the world to ſave me, 


| - tolaye me Sir ſaith he, and died preſently. I re- 


member what God ſaith to the faithful Servant, 


dd Þ br rater : No 
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Nothing nor perſon in the world did ſo much as 
trouble her in the leaſt, that we could perceive ; 
ſhe had the preſence of her mournful Mother, whoſe 
eyes were like the pools of Heſhboy, ſhe wiſhed for 
her Father, and he came in good time, of no body 
elſe ſhe either ſpake or thought, that we could dif- 
Ccrn: 

I. The heavenly husband held all her hearr, and 
had it'in poſſeſſion in an effeRual calling, which is 

nothing elſe bur the anſwer of the heart. 

2. Orelſe the Lord made a righteous retail, that 
they that neglected her in life, ſhould be neglected 
by her in death : However it was I had mine own 

thoughts, and they are the Souls top boughs,ſoon- 
eſt ſhaken. | 

I. Something fabulous came into my mind, 

ſcarcely —_ of my rehearſal or your remem- 
brance, yetitthen intervened and I'le not hide it. 
A cettain Heathen put to. Sea, with two Geantle- 
women with him, the one he loved exceeding well, 
bur ſhe conld not abide him, the other loved him 
extteamly, but he was not taken fo with. her ; -the 
Sei raged even to "deadly danger , and the god 
thereof, Neptune, was by no means to. be appeaſ- 
. ed bat by the caſting of one of theſe Ladies over- 


' board; letthe Gentleman chuſe.- which he:would, | ; 
the Heathen would not loſe the: woman that loved | 


him ſo well, but*rather choſe to throw the. other 
' Into rhe Sea, LES INT CLOS | 
- 2. Something Hiſtorical T-alfo light upon. A 


' Certain Aermite "that uſed! to/ ſay of Himfelf, -char 3 
- he was never ſo ſafe as when at-fiſs book-or in- his |? 
: Es | : Cell, 
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Cell, was found ſitting by his friends one day ina 
very fad poſture, and weeping bitterly, being asked: 
the reaion of this ſorrow, he only brake forth in- 
to this expreſſion, Alas irs, for gricf Love is not 
loved. 

This was not unlike that is recorded of a certain 
reverend Divine, that after ſome diſcourſe that paſ- 
ſed of Jeſus, being in a deep mule, and tears trick- 
ling down his tace before he was aware, at length 
he was urged to tell the cauſe thereot; who (aid, 
that it was becauſe he could not draw his dull heart 
croprize, and to be in love with Jeſus Chriſt. | 

3- Somthing I remembred which was a ſcriptu- 
ral paſſage alſo, ſee 2 Cor. 12. 15, which fell from 
the mouth of blefſed Paul, And 1 will moſt gladly 
ſpend, and be ſpent for your ſakes(like clouds,to fweat 
our {elves to-death for ſouls,, a bleſſed way of dy- 
ing) though the more 1 love, the left 1 be loved, many 
2 good mans, and a good womans portion too, 

For her ſelf, ſhe was hugely taken with that cha- 
pter, F0h, 3. inſiſting much upon God's love, and 
man's faith, thoſe two bleſſed bottoms, ſolacing 
her foul with that ver. 16, as the cattle do in a freſh 
Spring of cold water, ona very hot day. 

One reading that ver.1/.61.10.1 wil greatly rejoyce 


; inthe Lord, and my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God, for he 


hath clothed me with the garments of ſalvation, and co- 
vered mewith the robe of righteouſneſs, &«c. ſaid,that 
God had made it fully good to his ſoul ; and Luther 

Plalens, thou ſhalt now be my 


. 
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For you ſhe choſe the Text I now read to you, 
out of the Pſal. 73. 24. Thou ſhals guide me 
with thy Counſels 4nd lead me to thy glory. 


I. Obſer. What a Creature man #s, aS a child, 
or a$ a decrepite old & blindman, he muſt be led as a 
child by his Nurſe, ſee 1 Theſ. 2, 7. Or as an old 
blind man by his guide, Fo. 16, 14. His duty is to 
follow the guide, his danger if he do not ſo do, 
moſt miſerable miſcarriage: Ir's a precious promile 
that Mat. 10, 19. Take uo thought how or what you 
ſhalt ſpeak ;, for it ſhall be given you in that hour what 
Je ſhall ſay, and ſoit was to Anne Askew and Alice 
Driver Martyrs, when they put the Doctors to a 
non-plus: Nazianzen's exprefſion was, 1 am an 1n- 
Frument , Lord, do thou tune me, and then touch 
me, yea ler God apt me, and att me, &c. 

2, Obſcr. What are the Word and Spirit, our 01- 
ly convoy, guide, and leading, the Chriſtian muſt 
be like the Pilot, his hand on the Stern, and his 
cyc onthe Star, he leads by the truth into it and in- 
ro all of it, the Spirit by the more ſure word, Sec 
2 Pet. 1, 19. Of Prophecy, vvhen our eyes ſce 
our Teachers, ourcars hear the vyord behind us. 
Luther had vvont to ſay of himſelf in a Lertcr of 
his to his friead, that vyhethcer he vyould or no, 
he became every day more learned than other, (1 
proteſt ( ſaith he) I donot knovy trom vyhence 
theſe Mcdirations come, but they ſhall be all 
; 0 taught 


| ns general Obſeryations I take in my way. 
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taught of God, was his promiſe to his, and ſha 
be the priviledge of his, who hath promiſed to be 
with his, that is to fay, virtually and ſpiritually to 
the worlds end. 

3. 0bſerv. What promiſes godly people dare 
make to themſelves concerning their God and 
good, ſee Pſal, 23. ult, Doubtleſs kindneſs and merey 


ſhall follow me all the days of my life, and I ſhall remain 


a long ſeaſon in the houſe of the Lord : Tt they take 
away my meat, I believe God will take away my 
hunger, ſaid that woman Martyr 5 Latimer and 
Ridley going tothe ſtake together to be burnt, yer 
comforted one another with ſweet words, Come 
brother, be of good cheer,our God is faithful, and 
either he will ates the fury of the flame, orelſe 
will ſtrengthen us toabide it; they knew right well, 
that God doth uſe to proportion the burden to the 
back, and the ſtroke to the ſtrength of him that 
bearethir, they alluded to that text 1 Coy, 10. 13, 
It is a precious rule, and it was given by ſuch a 
man, That ſaving faith inthe ſphere of its activity, 
1s not leſs powertul then the faith of miracles. 

4- Obſerv, Gods counſel in his revcaled Will, 
the Scripture is to be oppoſed to, and preferred be- 
fore all other direQtings, (ce Fohz 5. 39. the author 
and matter of the Scriptures is our Lord,the word, 
the babe of Bethlehem, is bound up in theſe (wa- 
thing bands, and therefore he bids us ſearch them 
for him : But his obſervation is too true, while they 


burnt us for reading the Scripture, we burnt with 


zeal to be reading of them: now with our liberty, is 
bread alſo, negligence,and diſ-cſteem of Gods holy 
Word, E SEC 
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The Connexion. £ 

Sce the neceſſity of ſuch a word direQing us, 0- 
thers, andall, 1. Man ſees the proſperity of the 
wicked, ſee ver. 3,45. &C. I fretted at the fooliſh 
when 1 ſaw the proſperity of the wicked, for there are no 
bands in their death, 8c. The context ſhews us here, 
an offence wherewith men are ready to be offend- 
ed, It is the fault of the Gods that Sy/z is fo happy, 
faid they, 

2. Saysof it fooliſhly. As vain man 1s very rea- 
dy to do, ver. 13, 14. Certainly 1 have cleanſed my 
heart in vain, and waſhed mine hands in innocency, for 
aaily have T been puniſhed, and chaſtened every morn- 
Ing. Its very hard to ſee the hatred, with which God 
ſpares ſome,or the love with which he (mites others 
ſee Hoſ.4 14. with Heb. 1 2.6: 

3- Shames himſelf ar laſt for ſo doing, ſee ver. 
15. If I fay I will judge thus, behold the'genera- 
tion of thy children I have treſpaſſed, for that were 
a wicked thought againſt him who diſpoſeth all 
things wiſely, and preſerveth his children, in the 
midft of milery,the Lord knows how to dcliver his. 

4. Reſolved, when once inſtructed out of Gods 
word, fee ver. 16, 17. 1 entred into thy Sanctuary. 
Maa gets not his judgement inform'd, till he go to 
ichool with God. This Barbarian, faith the Philo- 
{opher of S. Fobn, hath comprited more ſtupendi- 
ous fuffin three lines, then we have done in all our 
voluminous diſcourſes. 

5. The proper and precious reſult is then, 

1. The dilpenſations of God may be to humble 
the good, andto adyance the bad, Fob x, ſec a fa- 
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' mous inſtante, and indeed, tounderſtand how the 


will of God,and the wil of the divel may be jo; ned 
both in the fame thing, and yet differ as much as 
light and darkneſs, their ends (faith that precious 
Expoſitor on Fob 1. 12.) were as different as their 
natures, is a great underſtanding, 

2. ButI know my duty and my diſtance too, ſee 
yer. 24+to the end,which is to make ſure that I may 
be guided by Gods counſels, and led to his glory. 
For 

x. The excellency of this is, that amongſt all 
failers,this fails not,ſee ver.26,for Godis the ſtrength 
of my heart,and my portion for ever, 

2. The experience of it, better then the gold of 
Ophir, when the ſoul can ſay, itis good for me, ſee 
VET, 209. | 

One point of Do@rine I ſhall handle,and therein 
include the whole text, which is this. 

Dof. That Gad doth lead them by his counſels 


| here on earth, whom he'll receive into glory in hea- 
3 ven. Thechief good is ſuch a guide, an entrance is 
4% notabundantly adminiſtred on any other terms. ſee 


2 Pet.1.11. wedonot go gallantly to heaven, but 


| by ſo doing, one ſhip gets into the harbour, though 
3 withanchors loſt, fayls rorn, and maſts broken,ano- 


ther comes in with fayls and flags up , trumpcts 
ſounding, 8c. ſoisthe affected and active Ci:ri- 
ſtian. 

A profitable opening of the doctrine I ſhall thus 


endeavour, 


I. What is counſel ! 
2. Whartobeledby it 
E 2 3. How 
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3. How God guides by.his counſel 2 

4. what is-here meant by glory ? 

5. What it is to be received into glory ? 

| In theſe five conſiderations. 

1. Counſel inthe notion of it is, That by which 
we conſider, whether, whar, and how things are to 
be done for profitable cads, 

To be taken. 

I. With God, 

2, Wuhamans ſelf. 

3. With others alfo, 

For ſuch a Friend as can give and will keep coun- 
ſ{cl; is worth his weight in gold ; that which David 
ſaid of the (word of Goliah, may be fitly applyed to 
this, ſce 1 Sam. 21. 19. There is none to that, none to 
ſuch a friend ; ſee Gods couniel, Prov. 1.25. Te 
have ſet at naught all my counſel, and would none of my 
reproof, anſwerable ro that , my people would not 
bearken untome, ſec Pſal. 81.11. 

Counſel is then (ſay the learned) without exce- 
ption, when grounded upon. 

1. Reaſon. 

2, Authority. 

3. Example. 

A ſcrutiny. here in the. particulars is then very 
needfu], and ſo it will appear to the mind that hath 
wiſdom, that Gods counſel, and Wiſdoms coun- 
ſe], which is the holy Scriptures, is ſurely founded 
on the trongeſt-reaſon, the greateſt authority, and 
beit example, and therefore to be embraced. 

Three things required in counſel, - 

I. The diſpoſition of things preſent, Its ay 

tat 
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that our Lord cauſed thepeople whom he fed, to- 
keep order in their fitting upon the graſs; they ſate 

down rank by rank, as rows, or borders of beds in 
agarden, ſee 2 ſal, 112, 5. the diſcreet mans diſcre- 

tion. | 

2, Remembrance of things paſt, 

Such are cither, 

x, Good received. 

2+. Or evil committed. 

3. Providing tor things to come, The propoſal 
is I 777. 6. 18. that men ought to be rich in righte- 
ouſneſs, and ſce the purpoſe, v« ig. the laying in. 
ſtore a foundation, as wiſe Merchants, or uſetul 1- 
ſurers, parting with that which they cannot keeps. 
that they may gain that which they cannot loſe, 
whack is lite-indeed, eternal life being only fo, ſaith: 
the father. | 

Now the Word is both the counſel and the coun- 
{cllor, for Gods ſtatutes are the believers ſongs, in 
the houle of his-pilgrimage, ſec Pſal. 119. 54. there 
being a prayer for every crols, and a praiſe for eve- 
ry comfort and deliverance. 

I, The truth of that counſel, P/al. 19. 7,8, 9. 
read and heed, there: are fix words, and to many 
works 5 As, the Law of the Lord is pertect, it con- 
verts the ſoul ; as, the teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, 
it gives underſtanding to the ſimple; 8c: That is. a 
word above nature wfich doth ſuch works. 

- 2:Irs tendency,ro wiſe a fooliſh one,ſce 2717 3.15 
yea,and to make him wiſe others alſo,which he that 
does, (hall ſhineas brightneſs ir ſelf, ſee Dar. 12. 3» 


* nay ice.to that warily, this counſel-makes wiſe to 


ſalvation: 
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Salvation: He's the wife manthat provides for e- 
ternity; the wizzards of the world hall fooliſhly 
cry in Hell, we fools counted their life madneſs, 8c. 

2. To be led by. Counſel what - the negative 
you will caſily ſee, Prov, 1, 25. the reading will 
make it very plain, you havemade void all my Conn- 
fels, thatis, asto you, they have had no weight 
in your eſteem, no work upon your hearts; but 
- 800d Counſel is ever more worth than he- that is 
the deſpiſer of it, *tis his own lightneſs that he 
doth nor underſtand its weight and ſpiritual heavi- 
. neſs, -which is-indeed gravity it ſelf. 

'. There's another reading, you have changed my 
counſel, the better your counſel was the worle you 
were, and as if when they were counſelled to turn, 
they had been adviſed to go on, fo did they run 
onthe faſter in their bad courſes, after good coun- 
{cl given againſt them than before : No ſuch unrea- 
ſonablenets as irrcligion. 

The affirmative, what it is to be led, offers, 
I: Whoſe work itisto lead, eventthe Lords only: 
Seethar Pſu, 78. 52. Its he that made his people 10 
28 ont like ſheep, and fed them in the wilderneſs like a 
flotk;, fo it was under the Law, and ſoit is and ſhall 
be under the Goſpel 'to the end; fee Fo, 16. 13. 
The fteps if a good man are- ordered by the Lord, and 
he aclizhteth in his way, Pſal. 39. 23. 

2. Whoarc lcd? None but ſuch wanraperhatly 
prepared for it, fee-Pſal.25. 9. Them--thut be meek 
will he guide in ſudement, and teach the humble his 
way, thatis, he will firſftlead thew #ato that gracc 
of humility, anduafter intothe receiving —_ = 
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fulneſs, grace for grace, ſee Fob« 1, 16, for his 
fulneſs is repletive and diffufive,. of abundance;and 
redundance of plenty and bounty. 

3. Whither doth he lead them? Into his love, 
and the patient waiting tor Chriſt, > Theſ. 3.5, 
He reRifies their crooked hearts and diſtorted affe- 
ions, that ſtand a croſs to all good, till God ſets 
them ro rights; mens perſwaſtons are bur like a key 
to alock thats our of order,till God co-operate an 
help our. | ” 

4. By what doth he guide chem? 7 will guide 
thee with my eye, ſee Pſal. 32.1, Menuſe to have 


thoſe things in their eyes, that they have a grear 


care of, ſo hath God too, and there are influences 
in Gods eyes, his eyes are upon his people for 
o00d, I. Mans great need , as he hath in him, 
all the ſceds and principles of all things in the 
world, fo called a little world, fo hath he the ſeeds. 
and principles of all the. changes in the world, 
2, Gods aim, to fit him torcternity, wh.ch is the. 
longeſt, and the ſhorteſt thing, longeſt in .regard 
of duration, and ſhorteſt in regard of apprehenſi- 
on, no more tedious ſhall Heaven be than one mi- 
nute, 

3. How God acs:to his people-ward when he 
leads them by his Counſels, for thele actings of 
God muſt be our affeRings, to lee thee,oh Lord,as 
I have ſeenthee in the SanQuary, faith David, ro 
fecl thee, oh Lord, as thine feel thee .in: their Souls, 
faith every beJceving Soul, we are appointed, dili- 
gently tatake heed unco the toot-ſteps of Gods a- 
gointedin- ns,” others, andall. . . S 
; 1: His 
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22 His expreffions concerning them, exalting 
his free grace, 7 will be merciful to the fins of Ephra- 
im, for I am God, ſee Heſe. 11,9. And it is the 
ſubſtance of the new Covenant between him and 


his, ſee Ferem. 31. 33. 1 will put my Law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts, he will do 
good, becauſe he will do good, and becauſe he is 
200d, he chuſes tor his love and loves for his choice: 

2, Ourexpericnces then of ſuch a love accrew- 
ing to us, 0h how ſiveet are they | ſweet as the Honey, 
and the honey-comb! He loved me and gave himſelf 
"for me, Gal. 2. 20, The pitch and power of parti- 
cular faith, when the Soul can individuate Chriſt, 
and appropriate our Lord, unto, and into its own 
ſelf, then is the truth of .criumph - Zuther's motto 
was, Chriſt liveth, and had wont to ſay, That it 
his Maſter were not alive, hedid not defire to live 
one hour longer. 

Bur the only and all-ſufficient inſtruments are 
Gods Word, Gods Spirit. 

Theſe weapons through him that wields them, 
ſee.2 Cor, 10. 4.5. are mighty to overthrow, lead 
captive and ſubdne all to the obedience of the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords, fois the name writ- 
ten on his Thigh, where his Sword hangs. 

The ſubje& wrought upon is the heart, on which 
they only can operate, that deceitful depth he, the 
Lord, only ſearcheth, by the word and X his Spi- 


rit, the candle of the Lord, ſee Heb. 4. 12,13, all 

isnaked for the outſide, and open, and difleRed 
for the inſide, toir, and him. 

To which the Lord gives ſuch ſatisfaRion, that 

| | ir 
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it never ſecks any guidance from elſewhere, it com- 
forts it ſelf in,and complies ingeniouſly with God - 
See that ſweet place, The Lord ſhall guide thee conti- 
nally, and ſatisfie thy Soul in drou A and make fat 
thy bones, and thou jbalt be like a watered garden, and 
like a Spring of water, whoſe waters fail not , See Iſa. 
58.11. Hethat & not contented with Feſus, accurſed 
be hs alight, 

See the contrary Prov. 1. 30. They would none of 
my Counſel, they deſpiſed all my reprosf; can it be 
thatall his reproof ſhould be deſpiſed ? Ir almoſt 
comes to pals that we will not give him leave to 
have mercy upon us, ſaid that wiſe man : Bur let 
us ſee, yes it 1s poſſible that all Gods reproof may 
be deſpiſed z for not to have a care of following all 
Gods counlel , is to follow none, not to have a 
mind that regardeth all Gods reproof, is to diſpiſe 
4 all, ſeethat 1am. 2, 10, and ſeck the underſtand- 
4 ing thereof, the godly keep thaſe Commandmeats 
4 which actually they break, the wicked break thoſe 
which they ſeem to keep. 
sS Iamnowcometothe fourth point I promiſed, 
2 thatis, what is glory > Inthe notion, itis a clear 
g knowledg of God with his praiſe, which is not to 
g be diſ-regarded, to conſider God and conceive of 
him as he is deſcribed in his word, and reclatcd to 
his people; is to ſanctific him in our hearts, and to 
_ him our fear and dread, 1 Pet. 3, 15. as it is 
there. 

There's yet another definition of glory; it is 
ſaith the Father ) a ſpeech of many conſiſting in 
dnes praiſe, when we joyn in the commendation of 

_ Do 
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. * Bthat, Whether ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye du, 


— 


aperion or thing which is worthy of commenda- 
tion, ſo he, ſee 2 Tim. 1.12. 1 know whons I have 
truſted, when we ſetto our ſeal that God is true, 
and we believe that out of his free grace he hath 
adopred us, and that he is both able and willing to 
fulfil his promiſes, we honour him. 

Glory here is not to be underſtood of eternal life 
onely, though that eternal happineſs, and hap 
eternalneſs be all inall : Bur it ſignifies all the ble(- 
{ings that we enjoy whatſoever,for in them we taſte 
God and glory too, while they come ſwiming to 
us in Chrifts Blood, and are ſanRified to us by the 
word and prayer, fce 1 Tim, 4.4. Doves (it is0b- 
ſerved) at every grain they pick , look upwards, as 
giving of thanks. : 

Ie was a precious and pathetical obſervation of Þ 
that Scottiſh Divine, that he did eat, and drink,and þ* 
fleep cternel life, in ordinary practiſe : $ | 

The Law of alltenures,ofall men.and all things, 


do all to the glory of God, for the ſtamp and the intc- Þ 


reſt of nature is, that every Being ſerve the chict Þ 
Being: But inthree ſpecial acceptions I find the glo- ÞY + 
ry of God uſed, FF 

I. The mercy of God, whereby he getteth glo- BY 
ry, {ce Eph. 3.16. According to the riches of his gii-B 7 
ry, thatis, of his grace, as it is to ſee, 2 Cor, 3.18.1 » 
fromeelory to glory, thatis, from grace to grace, tul- BW 4, 


neſs of grace is the beſt thing in glory,other things, Bl /;h 


2s peace and joy, are but rhe ſhinings forth of this bc 
fulneſs of grace; nothing more provides for ti: ti; 
revenues of his glory, then our grace. fo 

2. The duty of man, wherein he getreth glory dos 


alſo, 


alſo, ſee Mar.5.16. Let your light ſo ſhine before mey, 
that they may ſec your good works, and glory your fa- 
ther which « in Heaven, the Father calls our good 
works  unanſwerable Syllogiſms, invincible de- 
monſtrations, to confute and convert Pagans; it is 
reported, that at the martyrdom of one Cecilia, four 
hundred were converted by her conſtancy and ex- 
* hortations. 
\ 3. The felicity of Heaven, Rom. 5. 2. Rejoice 
= mnderthe hope of the glory of God, and ſee Luk.24.26. 
3 onght not Chriſt ts have ſuffered theſe things, and ſo 
zo enter into bs glory ? fitly called his, by purchaſe, 
offefion, and the participation thereof, which he 
intends to all thoſe which are his members ; (o he 
prays for us, Foh, 17.24. and will not be long 
without us ; hes not ſaid fully to enjoy withour 
his, as we are not without our relations with us. 
5, Whatisittoreceive intothe glory ? to take 
adviſedly inz men arefſaid to receive money, that 
$ isto ſeethe fateand goodneſs thereof, ſee the uſe 
ofthe word, Rom. 14.3. For the Lord hath received 
19 4m, thatis, for his houſhold ſervant, which Da- 
- FJ vidcounteda greater dignity then to be King of 
IJ 1f acl, and Fuſtinian the Emperour had wont to 
- BY ſtile himſelf the meaneſt of Gods ſervants : 
-{ Thereisachargegiven, and the Expofition there- 
3. BY ofin 2 Ep. Fohn 10. If there come any to you, and 
l- BY bring not this Dottrine, receive him not to houſe, nei- 
5, BY i ther bid him God ſpeed; ſeethe charge, do not har- 
15 bour him; the Counſel of Tholouſe in their conſti- 
8 tution againſt the A whom they miſtook 
for Hereticks, was , Wedecree that houſe to be pulled 
downthat harbours an Heretick. 
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See the Expoſition, Neither bid him Goa ſpeed, we 
are not to ſhew loye where there's hatred. due, 7 
hate every falſe way , ſaid Davis, and I ſhall look 
upon Auxentius as a Devil, becauſe an Arian, ſaid 
that great Hilarizs,out ot a zeal no doubt for truth, 
every leaſt piece whereof , ought to be preſeryed 
as the filings ot Gold, 

I. There isa command, Mat. 25.21.. Enter in- 
z0 thy Maſters joy, thou ſhalt be welcome, thou 
ſbalt be received; itis a joy indeed more fit for the 
Lord then for the ſervant, bnt enter intro it, thou 
haſtleave; he hath commanded thee, which opens 
and no man ſhuts, and ſhuts and no man opens. 

2. There is a contrary , Mat. 25. 10, II. And 
the doors were [hut , there was no taking in, no re- 
cciving into glory z opportunity's headlong, - and 
time loſt irrecoverable; it behooveth. us therefore 
to-be abrupt in-rhe works of our preparation, leaſt 
we cry out as he once on his death bed, A/ too late, 
all to8late, upon. every moment depends eternity, 


God hath hang'd the heavieſt weights upon. the 


weakeſt wyers.. YN | 
By the opening of theſe five things thus unto | « 
you; the meaning of the Do&rine may be made FF * 
plain to you, that God dorh receive intogloryin FY 3 
Heaven, thoſe whom he hath firſt guided by his Þ 
counſels on earth, in ſamgthus, - 8; 
I, The Lord lifts, up his Word, calling it his | f 
Counſel, and the mind of Chriſt, ſee 1 Cor, 2. 16, | 1 


and letus feeto it, that we eyidence our.communi- th 

bn with Saiorts, by our communication of his ſc & 
Crets tO us, as toſalvation, 

Caſts down man in conſideration of his ſelt- 

2. nothjngnels 
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nothingneſs , ſuch a ſpirit as that of the Publican, 
Luk. 18.13. is hugely needful, and as much neg- 
leged ; there was much in little, and the Publi- 
can prayed much, though he ſpake little, and in- 
deed the hotteſt ſprings ſend forth their waters buil- 
ing. 
- From his heart ſpeaking to our, hearts in the 
matter of his Counſel of us 3. he takes no pleaſure 
inthe ear, only the obeying from the heart, that 
form of Do&rine whereunto men are delivered, 
Rom. 6.17. 1s all in all; our lives (ſhould be an 
expolition of eyery divine propoſition, as the wax 
and the ſeal. 

4- Shews us his glory in grace, the favourand 
firſt fruits of glory; when we taſt and ſce how 
good God isz incvery good thing of his, one ſays, 
as often as I read S. Paul, me thinks I {ce not words 
but wonders; In fewneſle of words he hath all ful- 
neſle of matter, ſo we may ſay of our God. 

5. Does all with referenceto glory in glorythar 
is his, and it ſhould be our end, and thereforeto 
oct our Bibles ſtamprt in our heads, and waze the 
counterpoint thereof in ourjhearts, that we may be 
manifeſtly declared to be the Epiſtle of Chriſt, ſee 
2. Cor. 3. 3+ | 

It will be now very needful to lay down ſome 
reaſons of this truth, ther {p the ſame may ſtick the 
faſter, and be as a nail faſtned, ſee Eccleſ.12.11. 
Iris ſaid of Fudas and S:las, that being Prophets 
they exhorted the brethren with words, & ſtrength- 
ned them,cheSyriack reads it not, with many words, 
but with rich words; Now that this may be a rich 
wordaſce the Reaſons | 
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Reaſ, 1, Thus the Author, God, is made amia- 
ble and admirable in his juſtice and -mercy , the 
paths of mercy, of mercy and truth together, the 
good ways, the good Gods ways, arc moſt excel- 
lent, and in the ſoftned heart, God writes theſe 
rhings, puts an inward aptneſs, anſwering theſe 
things, as lead anſwers the mold, as tally anſwers 
tally,or as one Indenture anſwers another; ſee that 
or rather deſire to feel it in your hearts, leſt ye reje& 
the Word of God, and then what wiſdom will be 
found in you. 

Reaſ. 2, Sothe ain the hand of an holy Agent 
tends to a full diſcovery, and a free recovery, he is 
leading his people continually toward the way, the 
truth, and the life, the Lord Jeſus; Lypſims writes 
thus of Seneca, that he was a brave man, and of a 
brave ſpirit, and (ſaith he) he intuſeth the ſame into 
them that read him - Let our merciful God do fo 
to us, when we read Scripture, which is indeed the 
- rich Treaſury of truth, and a very world of things, 
moſt worthy to be known of all men. 

Reaf. 3. So the ſubje, poor mankind is warned 
of his dignity and duty, faith and obedience, faith Þ 
to believe the Scriptures to be Gods counſels, and | 
obedience to hearken thereto. There's a queſtion, | 
Prov. 22.20. Have not 1 wyitten to thee excellent Þ 
things in knowledge and conmſel? and then ſee ver, | 
21. the end of this writing, They are the words of | 
the chief, ſothe Hebrew is tranſlated) that is, to be | 
ſpoken by the chief,and heard by ſuch,and to know 
their truth,and anſwer thereto, is all. 

Reaſ, 4+ Sodivine means, in their inſtitution and 
* MESS blefling, 
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bleſſing, 2s for example, Gods Word and his Spi- 
rifare honoured z the King muſt be held in theſe 
rafters, our thoughts muſt be eſtabliſhed by theſe 
counſels : Solomon calleth his Proverbs Ma#er- 
ſentences, or leading words, ſuch as ſhould rule 
and bear ſway in our whole lives : Theodoſys the 
ſecond is reported to have written out the 
books of the New Teſtament with his own hand, 
and out of it he read and prayed, with his wife and 
ſiſters: 
4 Reaſ. 5. So Gods meaning is viſible, we have the 
{3 mind of Chriſt; our Religion in our. relation, 
$ Gods dclign is lovely tolead unto, and into glory, 
oh that we could ſtudy to know the gift of God,ſee 
Fohn 4. 10. Charles the fift when he was baptized 
at Gaunt in Flavders, had ſeven Princely gifts be- 
ſtowed on him at the Font, his father gave him the 
Dutchy of Lutzenburgh,. another a filver Head- 
piece, and another a golden Sword, &c. ſaith mine 
Author, bur the Abbots gave him a air Bible, with 
this Inſcription, Search the Scriptures,the beſt gift 
of all. | 

And ſo we come atthe laſt to the Application of 
this Doctrine, Is it ſo then that God doth lead them. 
by his counſels here, whom he will receive to glo- 
ry hereaiter ? 

I.. This truth ſurely then is notto be read, orto- 
be heard only, nay not to be underſtood, aſlented 
to, or believed only, but to be 1. Loved with a 
great deal of Love, a duty which ſhews its danger 
it it ſhould be negle&ed, as much as any that is en- 
Joyned us, ſee 2. Theſ. 2, 10, Becanſe they received 

ot 
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nor the lave of the truth ; this is the great Goſpel-ſin 
and al waies puniſhed by God with a tripartite vert- 
geance, to wit, 
1. Strong deluſions. 
2. Vile affections. 

- 3. Juſt damnation. | 

Heed, and read too; for if the Father ſaid true, 
that books are the fruit of the mind, as children are 
of the body, to negle& Gods book, muſt needs be 
ſad, and we ſhall find one thing, That though we 
are but weak, yet the Word of God will be ſtrong, 

2. Lived over, He that read oyer the 119 Pſalm, 
ſaid of ir when he had done, theſe words are not to 
be read, butlived ; or as S. Hierome of his Nepotian, 
that he uſed to make his heart the Lord Jeſus his 
Library. There are certain Canonsof holy Wrir, 
which when read oyer once, would be prayed over, 
and wept over too; ſuch are that, Heb. 12.14. Fol- 
low holineſs, without which no man ſhall ever ſee God, | 
where obſerve two things irreverſibly in charge, |? 
what will be required of him that ſhall ſee God? | 
namely, holineſs; and then how any man may come [3 
by ſuch an holinels ! 4 

I. Truth is a Queen, and commands her own |? 
entrance, ſhe does not fit and beg audience, I read 
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of her that offered her books to fell to a great per- 
ſon, and being refuſed with diſdain, burnt ſome of 
them, and he that was ſo proud at firſt, was glad 
to give her her price for the reſt ; what will become | 
c _ of ſuch, as term Scripture Inkhorn Divinity, 
c* 

. 2, Truthis appointed to try, and to be tryed : 

'.. BD 


theſe two noble ends ſhe proppſeth to her ſelf, to 
try all rules and wayes, and be her ſelf, tryed by 
her ſelf, . and by the works which ſhe doth in the 
world, which indeed they that run may read ; for 
the Oracles of God have done the miracles of God, 
the blind have ſeen, the deat have heard , 8&c, and 
ofir times are not as thoſe wherein he ſaid, that if 
that unlucky Luther had not ſtarted up, he would 
not have doubted to have perſwaded the people to 
have eaten hay and ſtubble. 

2. It muſt needs be a deſtructive deceit to caſt 
offall Gods counſels, and yet to catch ar all his 
comforts : The Apoſtle ſpeaks of the efficacy of 
crrour, ſtrong deluſion, ſee 2 Theſ, 2.11, Ther's 
[4 onc Religion ( Popery) of which you can ſay no- 
2 thing, butthatitisa great lie, of chat the Centu- 
riſts ſay, and not without juſt cauſe, that all the 
old Hereticks fled, and hid themſelves in the Po- 
SZ piſh Clergy ; they of Genes ſhew the Aﬀes tail, 
RY whcreupon our Saviour rode, for an holy relique, 
3 and pertorm divine worſhip to it; they of Barges 
'& ſhewto great Perſonages a crucifix, as if it were 
8 Chriſt himſelf, telling them fearful lyes, and fo 
arethey deceived by others as thouſands amongſt 
us, arc by our ſelves another way. 

: But alas the Center of the earth may be as ſoon 
& diſlocate, Hell become Heaven, and the Sea be 
turn'd into dry Land, as that grace and glory 
ſhould have adivorce ſued between them, or that 
men ſhould deſpiſe God, and not be deſpiſed of 
him ; ſome directions therefore I ſhall offer you as 
to this point, that you be not unwarned though un- 
armed, G I, Learn 
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1, Learn to h6nou* Learning and learned men 
with a very great deal of eſtcem, one ot them faies 
upon that Heb. 11. $. without Faith 'ti impoſſible 
to pleaſe God : How (hall he pleaſe God whom God 
pleaſeth not? Ir is very true, Gods ways, his 
word, his people pleaſe us not, and then judg ye 
whether we can pleaſe God. 

2. See what Arguments you can draw to con- 
vince you effecually, that the Scriptures are the 
word ot God ; for this will be very uſeful;and none 

convincing as that z I cannot but think it to be 
a word above nature; for it hath and daily doth 
work in my Soul a work of true and ſaving grace : 
See Fo. 15. 24. Such an argument hath no fellow, 

3. Wirneſs-to the world that you have found 
that im Gods word from which nothing elſe ſhall 
be able to draw you, that is, to ſay you have tound 
God there, thus reaſons that great: Apoſtle, Gal. 
4.9. You have known God, orratlier are known 
of him, and do ye turn back to- beggarly things ? 
Can ye find more in any thing thanfn God -: 2 

4. Confider much, He that wrote that work of |: 
conſideration, and dedicated it to the Pope, laid | 
the diviſion of conſideration thus, 

I, What art thou by nature £ 

2. Whointhy perſon? 
 3- Whataonemthy manners? 4 
| Ifever the application of ſuch a piece of our Re- |: 
Iizion as this come to be laid near the heart, ſure ir 
will both warm and warn exccedingly, he laics ic | 

BY, | 
to the heart of the Pope thus. . 
I. You area finful man by nature, 
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2 In your perſen the great Prieſt, 

- 2. ' Bur what manner of man you are in your 
manners, 'you had beſt ſee to that, as if I ſhould 
ſay to my, telf, or to any other man thus, you are 
2 {inful man by nature, but you are a Maſter of a 
Family, and have Servants and Children too un- 
dev yours care. and charge: Now what manner of 
Man are you in the midit of theſe relations of yours 
you'may remember him that ſaid, I a»d my houſhold 
will ſerve the living Lord,(ec Foſb.24. 14. And ther's 
none other (ate way to (afety itſelf, one great per- 
fons houſe was called a Court, anUniyerlity, and 
4 Church, and God bleſs Que Families with more 
Religion at home. 

3- Theskill and will to ſet your Souls in this 
bleſſed Souls ſtead, to ſay 1 know whom 1 have be- 
leved, 2 Tim. 1.12, and 1 am perſwaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed to him againſt 
that day, here was not a faint hope, or a conjecu- 
ral confidence, but a Plerophory of Faith, becauſe 
as the Father renders the xeaſon, he that of his 
free-grace hath adopted me, is both able and faith- 
ful to fulfil his promiſes: A child that hath any 
thing to keep, cannot better ſecure it, than by put- 
tins it into the Fathers hands to keep, 

We ſhall be ſure to. be ſateſt, if we commir our 
ſelves:wholly ro God, and ſeek not to part ſtakes 
with him thereins the Ship that is part in the wa- 
ter and'part-in:the mud is ſoon beatenin pieces. 

See the ſtately triumph of that Heayerely mans 
Soul, who ſaid, Let kim that dycd for my Soul 
ſee to the Salyation thereof,, oac of the ſtately ex- 
on SS ns 
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preſſions of that excellent Luther, and ſuch will be 
the ſtate of ſuch ſtately Souls as his, whole: hearts 
are ſet on nothing ſo muchas to follow the Lamb 
whirherſocyer he- goeth, and his journey is from 
graceto glory. | 

1. Then hear what the wiſe man. faith, Eccleſ, 
4.14.the wiſe mans eyes are in his head,the wiſe man 
is beft able ro judge of (uch a cne- There isno living 
creature, which hath an head & not his eyes in his 
head; but the meaning is, thar Chriſt is the head 
of a wiſe man, and that his eyes are fixed upon 
Chriſt, every wiſe man thinketh- on him with the 
whote intentions «of his mind, a Member of whom 
by Faith he conſidereth himtelf to be : 
' Hehath his eyes inhis head, becauſe he hath his 
fight and his mind lifred up unto the higheſt things, 
he meditateth Heavenly things, he thinketh on the. 
things of God, he mindeth not thofe things which 
arc | na but thoſe things which are not ſeen, As 
God hath wiſely placed thoſe keepers, the eyes in 
the head, trom whence their ſightis able to reach 
far, fo a wiſe man placeth his ſight, that is, his un- 
derſtanding, ( far that is the eye of his Soul) in 
his head, thatis ſo, that he may be able to diſcern 
thoſe things which are afar off, as namely, what 
ſhal) be at death, what atter death, what account 
he ſhall give to God, what the. damned ſuffer in 
Hell, whatin Heaven the bleſſed enjoy. | 
_ Whenthe contemplative power of the ſoul is bu- 
fred in worldly things, the eyes are notin the head, 
bur in the heel, which the Serpeat pucſueth and bi- 
teth with his teeth, a wiſe man. 
SOA Seeth / 
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Seeth what ts paſt, . . *. 
! . Foreſeeth that 18.40 come,, 

* i!  Orderethaccordingtobuth : ti 

In order hereunto, read that Letter which is writs 
ren to the, creature from the Creator; read I ſay, 
having thine eye on Gods end, jt was a Motto, . 

2.. Then ſee what example our deceaſed hath left 
to you ; Here are two eyes upon two cnds, name- 
ly, Grace and Glory , you cannot think of any 
more excellent ſerling, though your Organ:and 
Obje& too had 2s much done tor, as the ſpirit of 
grace uſeth to doion this fide our Countrey :, One 
{aid he was born'to ſee the Sun; another, and no 
mean one neither, ſaid he was born only tor repen» 
trance; it was a layory expreſſion, well becomming 
a ſinncr 3 Repentance is the fair child ofa very foul 
Mother : Her foul ſeemed to be drawn out unto 
thoſe things to which ours alſp muſt be exalted,or 
we ſhall be undone, namely, . 

I. Our danger becauſe of ſins. 

2. Our aelierancg byzour Saviour. 
- . 3-. Our Goſpel duty, having ohce taſted. how 
good the: pardon of in is.,.Ts gorifie.God on earth, 
and enjoy him in- Heaven, is the ſum. o: Scripture, 
which once-truly received, keeps out worldly cares, 
dulls carnal-delights, ſtrengthnerh faith, inflameth .. 
love, dirc&eth the. whole life ſecretly,yer ſweetly, . 
drawsa man above the world, aboye himlclf,, and 
makes him converſe with God; the Father remem- 
bers certain women ſo devoted to their ſouls, that: 
they forgot their bodies... ; + lo [+ 
4. Heres. a ſad Reproof, and no leſs texraur, 
| : = unto- 
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unto all the ſtubborn in heart, ſuch as neither re- 


ard the things of. grace nor-glory , ſuch as go on 

- the tubboceaeſont their-hearts,' adding drunk- 
enneſs to thirſt,” and ſay, tuſh, Iſhall have peice, 
aud bleſs himſelf in his own heart z the portion of 
ſuchpeople they themſelyes may read, Devt.29.19, 
20. The Lord will wot be merciful t0 that man, but 
than the wrath of the Lord, and hi jealouſit ſhall ſmoke 
againſt him, aud every curſe that is mrittew in thi 
Book, ſhall light upon him, and the Lord ſhall put out 
his name from under Heaven. 
- : Ttis obſerved, That the very Turks at this day, 
do fo admire Moſes, that if they light upon looſe 
and torn Papers, . wherein any thing of Is 15 writ- 
ten, they rake it upand-kiſs it, and ſhall we deſpiſe 
ſo great falvation of our Meſlias ? 

' 1, Suchipeople as thefe muſt to School, and learn 
Rudiments, what in ſober ſadneſs is, and ought to 
be called wiſdom and folly , for this is a very ſure 
rule, and never to be forgotten; That we do not 
attain to the true Gadd, bur by falfedeceivings,nor 
ro the true evil but by deceivings in the truth , S0- 
lomens books arc'on purpoſe for this z One of the 
Jeatned gives an account why Solomons ſaying 
were called rhe: Proverbs , becauſe he ſays, ſuch 
ſayings were uſed to be written by the high-ways, 
eicherto think uponin their own minds, or ta con 
fer with others, - hf! 


2: There are Canons-in Gods Counfels, whict 
| are given with a Front deal of gravity, and if not {0 
received, weloſe by the hand, they were left upon 
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{record for us,” aid this ol” duldrenafter us might 
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underſtand the fear of the Loyd, when the word of 
God ſhall dwell richly in us in all wiſdom, andiſpi- 
ritual underſtanding. £: +6 | 
The Canons of holy Writ, as t faid before.,ſetnc 
reſpeR, £13.48 03: r#:515 , 

4 His Honourand Service; thete's one Caron 
for that, Joh. 4. 24. Gods a Spirit, and thoſt tht 
worſhip him, muſt worſhip him #% ſpirit and in 1h, 
God 15not 4 Spurit, ro ſpeak' properly, for Spirit 
fignifics breath, which indeed is.a-body'; butbe- 
cauſe it is the fineſt body, the moſt ſubtle and- the 
moſt invifible, eheretore jmmaterial ſubſtances , 
which'ife not able ro conceive,are repreſerved to us- 
underthis name; and it was well obferved by a lear- 
ned man, that all the letrers df the name Fehowah, 
are ſpiritual , ro reachthat heimuſt be worſhipped, 
with that which is oppofite roformality, &v. 

2. Our Holineſs and SanRification, there's ano- 
ther Canon forthat, Heb. 12, 14. Follow peace with 
all men, md holingfs, without the which no may ſhall ſee 
the Lords. now he that wilt teach well, muſt leara 
to diſtinguiſh fo, and that carefully.” 

1: Whatis this Holineſs © It is two fold. 

I, Our conv: r{ton Holinefs , whereby weare 
entred into the Church, of which God ſays, that 
Except ye be converted, and become -as litvle chicdven, . 
ye cannot enter into the Kingdomof Heaven, fee Mat.. 
18, 3, turn from our felves and be as children, in 
ſimplicity, humility, innocency, ignoſcency. 

2. Ourconverſation-Holineſs, whereby we. con- 
tinue in the Church: | 

2. Why will aot God admit that without ſuch 
| No way Tin Holineſs, . 


38: A Funertl Sermon.” oY 
Holineſs, -men-ſhall ever ſec him to their comforts; 
SogRealans- 2 Ennio rf, dg 
< x. Inconverſion we receive another ſpirit, Fohy: 
3. 6. That which i born of the. ſpirit &s ſpirit, the 
Spirit of God acts all his. 4 
--2+ Werctain another; root and principle;: for if 
any man be in Chriſt , heis a new creature, 2 Cor, 
5.17. As the root, ſo the flower. . | | 
3- In converſation, Holineſs we take our work, 
Foh. 17. 4. The work, which thou gaveſt me to do, 1. 
have finiſhed,  ' i 5. + Fo 
. - 4+- For that we take our wages in due time, or 
according to our work js.our wages, and there are 
degrecs of glory. _ 
4 --Thirdly, The laſt thing in this Uſe is, That men 
| ſee their duty and danger too, and pray for the ho- 
ly Spirit to be convinced thereof, even the Spirit 
who leads by the truth into the truth, and all the 
truth; - and to that purpoſe be converſant with ſuch 
Scriptures as that, Pro. 1.24. 25,26. Becauſe 1 havg 
called and ye have refuſed; 1 have firetched out niy 
hand, and none would regard; but ye have deſpiſed al 
my Counſel, and would none of my correftion; 1 will 
alſo laugh at your deſtrutiion, and mick when your 
ear cometh, TR | 
- Ifany ſhall here ask ſuch queſtions as theſe: 
Can the gravity of. wiſdom do either « Can the 
grorues of God laugh ar calamity: Can the 


weernels of his nature mock at fear ? I anſwer, 
that if cometimes laughter be uſed, it aniwereth to 
the things themſelves ; for mahty things are ſo to 
be refuted, foto be reptoved, leaſt gravity may 
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ſceny to givetoo much reſpe unto them, nd'is ic 


not very guſt that their hing at: inſtruction, 
ſhould be puniſhed: with ang - their deſtraQi- 
on? Ic isa ſweet ſentence, Prov, 7. 4; Say wnte wife 
dom, than art my Sifter, and cill underftanding thy 
Kinſwerman + He that knows not his own fleſh and 
blood,; we count him a fingular idiot, fo doth the 
Lord all fuch as are unskilled in his word. Such 
ſtories as are excellent to this purpoſe, 1 leave the 
Learned to peruſe in Aug. de Doc. Chriſt, Alfted. 
Chron, pag. 267. Euſeb, lib, 6, cap, 3. &C. 

- $.. There cannot be ſurcly any greater engage- 
ment to the heeding of any thing, then there is of 
the regarding of this 'tis true, every duty we arc 
exhorted to, is for our profit, and upon that ac- 
connt, hath, or ſhould have tye cnough upon us, 
if wewere wiſe, and we ſhall fiad that this will be 


 irreverfble, Thatthe two which God hath joyned 
' together, namely counſel and'comtort ; Man is by 


no means to endeayour to put aſunder, therefore 
the doctrine muſt needs be of huge import. * 

But yet I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you, that there 
are ſome Texts and Trurhs which ſecm to binde 
more, and to carry in their front reaſons more co- 
gent to obedtence. 

Sceonerext, Fere 21, 7. 1 will deliver Zedekiah 
King of Fudah, and his ſervants, end the people, and 


o 


ſach as are left in this City, from the peſtilence,- from 
the fmerd, ana from the famine, into the hand. of Ne- 


buchad-rezzar King of Babylon, ana into the hand of 

their excmies, and mmto the hands of thoſe that ſeek their 

life, and he ſhall ſnite them with the edge, &c, 
| H 
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.; *An-Expoſitor ſaith of it, that it conſiſts of forty 
andtwo words, and of letters, one hundred' and 
 {fixty;.& ſeems he was very exact inthe account and 
confideration of this Text; and indeed it is-a ſad 
propheſic,as others are not a few in holy Writ, caſt 
your eyes on that, ZXek. 21. 27. and remember a 
rule that Iſhall give, our God many times is con» | 
cent with ſmall matters, but when he takes ſtare, he | 
will be ſerved fo. 
Sce another Text, Phil. 2. 12. Work ont your own 
ſolvation with fear and trembling : every word car- 
ries 2-great weight, 1.The attempt, work. 2.The 
exacnels thereof, to work out and perfe. 3. The 
drift of it, ſalvation. 4. The propriety, your own 
ſalvation. 5. Cautiouſneſs, with fear and trem- 
bling. What more neceſſary then towork ? What 
moreexad then to work out « What more excel- 
lent then ſalvation « What more concerning then 
your own falyation 2 What more comfortable then 
to work out our own {ſalvation with: care and 
conſcience 2. So you ſee the ſtrength. of Gods lane 
guage. 
Bur ſce one text more, 1ohn10, 27,28; My ſheep 
E' hear my voice, and 1 know them, and they follow -me, 
and I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never 
periſh, neitherſhall any pluck them out of my hayd, See 
that great Door in his Perſeverance of the Saints, 
in a moſt ſwcet note upon. this moſt ſweet place, 
Thigh: good Shepherds promiſe, ſaith he, and 
he is, now as gocdas his word, it he ſuffer his ſheep 
10.Wander and periſh, whom by promiſe he was 
tycd ſoto keep, as that they ſhould not wander as 
$2] | : they 
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hepare naturally aptto do to their deſtruQion : So 
c 


c Door writes,and very preciouſly : True grace 
in it ſelf conſidered, is cafily ſeparated from him 


_ thathathir, but we are preſerved through the pow- 


er of God, by faith unto ſalvation, 1 Pex. I. 5. 
. Butlet us {ce nowhere is leading by Gods coun- 
ſc], and afterwards receiving to his gloty indeed 
here's a golden chain of five ks comment Gods 
free grace in our ſalyation, | 
1, Here's my ſheep, theres election. 
2, Hear my voice, ther's vocation. 

.. 3. And I know them, there's juſtification- 
4, And they follow me,there's ſancrification, 

'5, And I give unto them eternal life, there's 

Pore | . | 
 Anin-ſightinto ſuch things as theſe, and an in- 
tcreſt inthem, both rogether. 
=.t. Adirecticn ſo ſound, as none more ſound : 
I have read of one Wenceſlaus a King, who going 
to his devotioa in winter time, ina hard froſt, and 
great ſnow, went bare-foot, his ſcrvant followed 
him in che ſame poſture, till at length he began to 
fail, wi1 Ch his maſter perceiv.ng, ſtood ſtill, and 
charged him to tread ever and only in his tootſteps, 
whereby he (hould go more warm and eafic, Here 
was good cuunlel, like that, where we are bidden 
to look unto Jeſus, Heb. 12.2, with loving, and 
longing louks, whatſoever would either divert or 
diſcourage us, to run with patience ſeems cpatra- 


 dictory, burit.is not ſo. 


2. An affection ſo ſacred ought to betotheſe 
things, that we may ſay with David, 0 how love 1 
| H 2 thy 
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Sixrhly and laſtly, the very parts of this doQrine 
as it hath been opened to you, gives you in a very 
full direQion, which the deceated rook care might 
be ſer before you for your fouls to feed on, ſhe 
made it her viaticum, her wade mecum, 2s 2 bleſſed 
bait in one of her laſt days jouracys : And what 
are we, that we ſhould think that being whether 
we will or no; to gothe ſame journey, we ſhall-not 
want a little ſuch refreſhment as well as the ? 

For as Solomon, like him, and like that ſpirit that 
ſpoke by him, ſaith Eccleſ. 12. 8. Tohim that e. 
{teemerh long life, ſuppoſe thou doſt live many 
years, yea and ſuppole thou ſhouldeſt rejoyce in 
 themall, yerthere are days to follow,and they are 
days of darkneſs, wherein the light of life 
ſhall be quite pur out, and the comfort of pleaſure 
quite loſt ; and they fhall be many, indeed not ma- 
ny, as thy years of life were, thar is thy ſmall ac- 
count, but ſo many, as that they cannotbe num- 
bred, of which it can only be ſaidz that they are 
many, bur it cannot be ſaid how many they are. 

For the providing therefore of theſe days of 
darkneſs, getting ot direRion, affection, and cx- 
amination, oh huw ncedful ! In very thort there- 
fore, I ſhall overagain mind you of the heads of 
the doatrine, leaving you to your own improve- 
ment-of them. © 
' I, Ther's nothing worthy to be called :coun{l 
but Gods word. = 

2, A lovely thing then to be led by that counſel, 
3, Our 
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3. Our heart-leading by counſel, to be defired 


of God heartily, | 


4. For hereby we begin to ſip, and taſte of Gods 
plory here. 

5. Andatlaſt are taken in to drink full draughts 
of the water of liie even trom the fountain hereaf- 
tex and for cycr. | 

I have read the commendations of a King of 1:4- 
ly thus, when he is invited toa teaft, there the blow- 
ing ſhort- winded ſervant doth not put a pile of un- 


' poliſhed filver upon the yeilding Tables,the great- 


eſt weight is then in words; for there either way 
is ſaid, or that which js ſerious - The meat dot 

pleaſe for the good dreſſing of it, not the coſtlineſs, 
the diſhes for theircleanlineſs, not tor their great- 
neſs ; the preſenting of cnps is not frequent, ſo that 
thirſt doth rather blame the rarity of it,then drunk- 
enneſs refuſcit; what ſhould I ſay much ? There 
thou mayeſt ſee the elegancy of Greece, the abun- 


dance of France, the ready diligence of Italy,pub- 


lIique pomp, private diligence, royal diſcipline. 
Hear and Learn, I have > Ann Ar, and do only 
beg, That our Lord Jelus will (peak that to your. 
hearts, which I have done to your cars. Amen. 


FINIS. 


